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that kind of increase and for the brave
few on the other side who have joined.
As the leader has pointed out, we will
have this issue up one way or the
other. It will come back again and
again and again until we get fairness in
our society for working men and
women.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Montana.

Mr. BAUCUS. Mr. President, I hope
people listened to the words of the Sen-
ator from Massachusetts. He couldn’t
be more right on; namely, it is the
right thing to do. Purely and simply, it
is the right thing to do. For that rea-
son only I urge Members of the Senate
and my colleagues to take requisite ac-
tion to get to the issue, pass the min-
imum wage, and do the right thing,
which is pass this very significant in-
crease in minimum wage.

f

TRIBUTE TO SEAN-MICHAEL
MILES

Mr. BAUCUS. Mr. President, I want
to pay tribute to a young man, Sean-
Michael Miles. Slightly over a year
ago, his life was taken tragically in an
automobile accident in Bozeman, MT,
while he was home celebrating the
Christmas holidays with his family.
Everyone privileged to know Sean was
touched by his contagious zest for life.
He was among the very best to emerge
from our State, from ‘‘The Last Best
Place.’’ He was a shining star. He is my
friend.

Sean’s father and I grew up as neigh-
bors. We went to school together and
remained close friends ever since. I
might add, Sean’s grandmother, affec-
tionately known as Granny Miles, was
one of my baby sitters. I know this
family well. Their strength and love for
one another is an inspiration to all of
us who know them. Sean-Michael’s fu-
ture was as bright as one could imag-
ine. He graduated at the top of his
class in Bozeman High School in 1997
and was selected by his classmates to
deliver the commencement address.
That same address, filled with familiar
compassion for our Native American
heritage, is still talked about today.
Such was its honesty, its power, its
celebration of promise.

At Princeton University, where Sean
was in his second year, he was admired
as an exceptional writer, an accom-
plished artist and musician. Perhaps a
classmate put it best: Sean was totally
brilliant and completely humble, a cool
combination.

Following his graduation from
Princeton, Sean intended to return to
his beloved Montana and commit him-
self to a career dedicated to writing
and the preservation of our last re-
maining wildlands. Sean enjoyed con-
siderable gifts, and was truly living up
to them.

Sean wanted to make the world a
better place, and believed completely
that one person can truly make a dif-
ference. There was no cynicism in his
life. He befriended the friendless, and

remembered the forgotten. Above all,
he was making a difference. It is a loss
beyond Montana’s boundaries as well.
Professor John McPhee of Princeton
echoed such sentiments:

By my lights, Sean-Michael Miles was the
best that we can do—bright, responsive,
hardworking, clear in expression, clear in
thought, and with a personality immediately
likable, immediately demanding respect. We
will all miss him terribly.

Sean enjoyed a way with words. I
would like to share a small piece of his
brilliant work.

After climbing atop a remote buffalo
jump, he discovered the ‘‘drive lines’’
that the Native tribes of our region
used centuries ago to funnel herds of
bison over the cliff’s edge. Looking out
beyond that edge, toward the vast ex-
panse of the Absoorka Beartooth Wil-
derness, Sean wrote:

Whenever I think of the changes sweeping
over Montana like a spring storm, a lump
forms in my throat. My first breath was
drawn from mountain air.

Yet I know that this land may pay a price
for being beautiful, as change advances, car-
rying with it the prospect of loss. It is a land
I desperately love. It is a part of me. It hurts
so much to care so much. Yet as a West-
erner, I am invited to breathe it all in deeply
each day.

Despite change and loss, a drive line con-
taining wisdom offered through memories
stretches before me. For now I am satisfied
to walk along its path, eyes fixed on what re-
mains a geography of hope.

Sean-Michael Miles was proud to live
his entire life surrounded by the majes-
tic spine of mountains that he fondly
referred to with the Blackfeet phrase,
‘‘the backbone of the world.’’

Sean’s death casts a dark shadow
over the future of those of us who knew
and loved him. Yet it is the light he of-
fers that we commemorate today.

I have risen today to announce that I
will create a fellowship in Sean’s name
that will focus on the conservation
issues that were so dear to him. I am
also pleased and honored to announce
that the first Congressional Fellow
serving in this prestigious position will
be Sean’s beloved sister Michelle. Her
younger sister, Shaleen, once served as
Democratic page on the floor of the
Senate. So today, Michelle, who is sit-
ting behind me, I welcome you to my
staff, and I know that you bring with
you your brother’s finest qualities.
May the legacy of Sean-Michael Miles,
who walked with the silent feet of rev-
erence through the wilds, forever serve
as a source of inspiration for genera-
tions to come.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Georgia.

f

MEDICARE PRESCRIPTION DRUG
COVERAGE

Mr. CLELAND. Mr. President, pre-
scription drugs currently constitute
the largest out-of-pocket health care
cost for seniors. Over 85 percent of
Medicare beneficiaries take at least
one prescription medicine, and the av-
erage senior fills eighteen prescriptions
per year.

Because prescription drug coverage
was not a standard part of health in-
surance when Medicare was enacted 35
years ago, many seniors must pay for
the high cost of prescription drugs out
of their own pockets. We are now fac-
ing a crisis of monumental proportion
for many older Americans.

The simple fact is, the high cost of
today’s modern medicines and the ab-
sence of Medicare coverage have placed
needed medications out of reach for too
many seniors. Most older Americans
must juggle daily costs like groceries
and utilities with paying for medicine.
They are being forced to compromise
by buying only a portion of the needed
medications, too often making their
treatment regimens incorrect and inef-
fective. Without the proper medication
and dosage for conditions such as high
blood pressure, diabetes, and heart
problems, seniors may find themselves
faced with even more costly hos-
pitalizations and compromised health.

Recently, I received a letter from
Reverend Lois Congdon of Decatur
Georgia. Reverend Congdon wrote to
me about her impending retirement.
She told of her expensive drug treat-
ment costs and the coverage she was
currently receiving under her em-
ployer-based insurance plan. Without
her current salary, and once she is
placed on Medicare, Reverend Congdon
will no longer be able to afford her ex-
pensive prescription drugs. Even sup-
plemental prescription coverage such
as medigap offers only limited benefits
and is too expensive for most seniors.
Currently only one-fourth of Medicare
enrollees have supplemental drug in-
surance and the number of firms offer-
ing such coverage has declined by 25
percent in the last four years alone.

Last month, I cosponsored legislation
to provide similar prescription drug
coverage for military retirees. The bill
would enable military retirees over age
65 to use the National mail order phar-
macy program for drug coverage. How-
ever, affordable prescription drug cov-
erage is a benefit that all seniors
should be able to obtain, not just
armed service men and women. Seniors
make up 12 percent of our nation’s pop-
ulation and they purchase over one-
third of all prescription drugs in Amer-
ica. Most older Americans live on fixed
incomes of $15,000 a year which is ad-
justed slightly for inflation each year.
However, for far too long, the rate of
increase in prescription drug costs has
exceeded the rate of inflation. This sit-
uation has created a need more urgent
than ever to strengthen the Medicare
Program with a prescription drug plan,
and thereby protect millions of Amer-
ican seniors from more costly hos-
pitalizations and treatments.

Expanding Medicare by adding a pre-
scription drug benefit will bring the
program in line with the realities of
modern medicine. Prescription drug
coverage is essential to the delivery of
21st century medicine. These medicines
keep people healthy, independent, and
out of the hospital. To not include pre-
scription benefits in Medicare today is
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